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The Life and Struggles of Walatta Petros
1. Who was Walatta Petros? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Walatta Petros was a spiritual leader of the Habasa peoples of highland Ethiopia. She was among the people who fought in the 17th century to retain African Christian beliefs. She was elevated to sainthood in the Tawahado Church in Ethiopia.
When and where did she live?
Walatta Petros lived from 1592 to 1642 (pg 1). And she lived in the Highland Ethiopia.
Why is she important?
Walatta Petros is important since she was a leader who was heading a movement against the invasion of Europeans during the 17th century. She is also celebrated for being a female leader during a time when male dominance was all over the world. Additionally, she is also a spiritual leader of the Habasa people who lived in highland Ethiopia.
2. What crime was she accused of and by whom?
Walatta Petros is accused of aiding in obstructing the Jesuits’ efforts to convert the Habasa to Roman Catholicism (Pg. 8). She was accuse by the Portuguese.  She was also accused of directly attacking the king’s authority, which implied that he was not a legitimate leader of the region (Pg. 44). She was accused by the king and the members of the council. 
3. What did the various people opposing Walatta Petros want her to do?
The various people opposing Walatta Petros wanted her to convert to Roman Catholicism. She used to command a large audience than her male leaders counterparts. They were jealousy since she had a large crowd of followers even after she came from exile. Some male leaders asserted that there is no a verse in scripture that states that a woman can become a religious leader and teacher (Pg. 46).  They thought that nothing good was going to come out of her leadership.
4. How did she defend herself?
Walatta Petros used to be a step ahead of her pursuers. She is reported to have been living as a nomad since she did not dwell in a single place or region for a long time. Thus, it is this kind of nomad life that she kept her enemies out of her life. “She became an enemy of the state … to flee persecution … hunting her down (Pg. 45).
Additionally, Walatta Petros defended herself by showing no fear. The king, his council and the rest of the jury members must have been not able to withstand her fearless face. She was a strong woman who feared nothing and she stood by her stand. 
5. What can we learn from this text about gender and justice in pre-modern Ethiopia? What role did class or social status play?
From this text we can learn that gender and justice in the pre-modern Ethiopia met some mixed reactions from the population; there are those who champion for equality regardless of sex. However, the women were not that respected by male in the community. The men were against the leadership of women although some women appear to have been strong. Some women such as Walatta Petros and the niece to the King are two examples of women who were opposed to being converted to Roman Catholicism. Some men within the society were against the leadership of women although the women appeared to have had a strong command of the crowd than the male leaders (Pg. 45). This was evident after Walatta Petros came from exile and immediately commanded a larger crowd of people than the male leaders who had established themselves as leaders after Walatta Petros was captured by the king.
